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Teen Leadership Unit Plan      
	Unit Author

	First and Last Name 
	Gabriel Mata

	School District
	Austin ISD

	School Name
	Akins HighSchool

	School City, State
	Austin, TX

	Unit Overview

	Unit Title

	A journey of self discovery!!  A journey to find your roots, from birth to death.

	Unit Summary

	The ultimate goal of this unit is for students to reflect upon who they are and analyze the factors that influenced their growth.  Through a series of reflective excersises and public speaking students will have the opportunity to reflect upon their own life and to present their understanding to others.  Students will begin setting goals for themselves and trace out their path in the larger community.

	Grade Level  

	9th grade

	Approximate Time Needed 

	One semester

	Unit Foundation

	

	Student Objectives/Learning Outcomes

	Through the Teen Leadership curriculum, students will:

    * Develop a healthy self-concept, healthy relationships, and a sense of personal responsibility

    * Understand Emotional Intelligence and the skills it measures, including self-awareness, self-control, self-motivation, and social skills

    * Build skills in public speaking and communication as well as an understanding of personal image

    * Develop an understanding of principle-based decision-making and learn to make responsible personal and financial decisions

    * Recognize and resist peer pressure

    * Learn to become better family members and citizens

    * Appreciate the need for vision in goal-setting, personally and professionally



	Curriculum-Framing Questions

	
	Essential Question 
	What is your place in the World?

	
	Unit Questions
	Why are our social experiences and relationships important?

	
	Content Questions
	What role has your family/traditions/neigborhood/culturee/choices and experiences played in identifying yourself?

	Assessment Plan

	Assessment Timeline

	Before project work begins

Students work on projects and complete tasks

After project work is completed

· Students will create a concept map of who they are.

· Chain of events project.  Students must examine life experiences and choices.

· Journals

· Reflections

· Speeches

· Written summaries

· Questioning

· Skits

· Group Discussion

· Group and Self- Assessment

· Short film 

· Power point presentation

· Speeches

· Newsletter

· Brochure

· Relective essays

· Skits



	Assessment Summary

	Students will first create a concept map of who they are, this will be used as an assessment of prior knowledge and getting to know eachother on a more personal level.  Students will then create a chain of events document allowing them to examine life experiences and choices; students will recall and analyze past choices and consequences; students will gain a holisitc perspective of cause and effect.  Students will write in their  journal on a daily basis in order to track daily thoughts.  Students will write reflections daily reflecting on what they have learned and continued reflection of life choices and experiences.  Student will give speeches in order to practive public speaking and will allow students to formulate their own perspectives and share them with their peers.  Skits will be used as an assessment tool for certain behaviors taught in class.  Through the skits students will demonstarate understanding and mastery of these behaviors.  The powerpoint presentation, newsletter, brochure, and reflective essays will be cumaltive assessment tools incorporating all the skills covered over the unit.

	Unit Details

	Prerequisite Skills

	Students must have prior knowledge on their lives.  Prior writing and speaking skills are also needed.

	Accommodations for Differentiated Instruction

	
	Resource Student
	Students who have diffucullty writing may give me their journals and reflections orally.  Students who cannot speak properly can give me their work in writing and visually.  I will extend time if needed and pair up students when needed.

	
	Nonnative English Speaker
	I pair ELL students up with dual language speakers.  I allow ELL learners to give oral presentations in their native tongue.

	
	Gifted Student
	Gifted students will have ample opportunity to further their research by giving the more challenging tasks, extensions that require in depth coverage, and extended investigation in related topics of learners.



	Materials and Resources Required For Unit


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Camera 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Computer(s) 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Digital Camera 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 DVD Player

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Internet Connection 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Laser Disk

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Printer 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Projection System 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Scanner 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Television 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 VCR 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Video Camera 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Video Conferencing Equip.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other      

	Technology – Software (Click boxes of all software needed.)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Database/Spreadsheet 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Desktop Publishing 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 E-mail Software

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Encyclopedia on CD-ROM 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Image Processing 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Internet Web Browser 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Multimedia 


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Web Page Development 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Word Processing 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other       


	Printed Materials
	Teen Leadership manual, This I Believe

	Internet Resources
	http://onelove2012.pbwiki.com, www.npr.com, www.actsofkindness.org, www.flippengroup.org 

	Other Resources
	Field Trips: Texas State University, University of Texas at Austin, Huston-Tilotson University, and St. Edwards University

Guest Speakers: Akins Alumni, rapper Saul Paul, and various other professionals from the Austin community
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